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Remarks 

Claims 1-8 are pending in the application, of which claims 1-8 are rejected and 
claim 3 is objected to. By this paper, Applicant amends the specification, drawings, and 
claims 1 and 5; cancels claim 2; and adds new claims 9-13. 

Drawings 

Replacement drawing sheets are provided by this paper. Figure 1 has been 
illustrated enlarged and new Figures la-lh have been provided further enlarging components 
of Figure 1 . No new matter is added. Additionally, Figure 8 has been added as described in 
the specification and no new matter has been added. 

1 . The Examiner indicated that it is unclear how the components of Figure 
1 move with respect to each other. Claim 1 of the replacement drawing sheets is clear and 
components of Figure 1 have been enlarged as illustrated in Figures la-lh to further illustrate 
how the components move with respect to each other. 

2. The Examiner has inquired whether all of the intersecting black lines at 
the top of Figure 1 represent scissor members 145 or do some of the black lines represent other 
members. The scissor members 145 about the perimeter, which provide the scissor assemblies 
130 are scissor members 145, and the central members, which have been described as canopy 
support members and are now labeled with reference numeral 140 represent other members, 

3. Figure 1 clearly depicts that the comer support members 120 have a 
square-shaped profile or cross section and are tubular, as illustrated by the connection of the 
lower comer support members 105 to the upper corner support members 115. 

4. The connection of the comer support members 120 to the corner support 
joints 136 are illustrated in Figures 1, Ic and Id. 
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5. Two scissor members 145 and one comer support member 120 are 
connected to each comer support joint 136 as illustrated in the embodiment Figures 1, Ic and 
Id. 

6. A scissor assembly, for the embodiment of Figure 1, is made up of a first 
pair of scissor members 145 and a second pair of scissor members 145 extending between 
sequential corner support members 120 within the perimeter of the frame 100. 

7. Slider joints 133 are illustrated in Figures 1, la and lb. The structure 
of the slider joint 133 is clarified through the enlarged views of Figures la and lb. 

8. Three-way scissor joints 139 are illustrated in Figures 1 and le, wherein 
two scissor members 145 and one canopy support member 140 intersect. 

9. Scissor hinge joints 142 are illustrated in Figures 1 and If, which are a 
pivotal connection between intersecting scissor members 145 or intersecting canopy support 
members 140. 

10. The look and a structural makeup of a foot 110 is illustrated in Figure 
1 at the lower end of the corner support members 120. 

1 1 . The canopy support frame 160 includes the scissor members 145 about 
the perimeter of the frame 100, canopy support members 140, canopy frame joints 150, 155 
and a canopy peak extender 157 for the embodiment of Figure 1 . The upper and lower canopy 
joints 155, 150 are illustrated in Figures 1, Ig and Ih. 

The Examiner has objected to the drawings for not showing every feature of the 
invention specified in the claims. 
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1 , The feature of the scissor members being coupled at scissor joints and 
being hingedly coupled to a different pair of the four corner support members at a comer 
support joint and configured to extend and retract is illustrated in Figures 1, la- If and by the 
arrows illustrated in Figure 1 . 

2. The feature of the scissor assembly slider being hingedly coupled to one 
of the four scissor assemblies at a slider joint and being slidingly coupled to a different one of 
the four corner support members and configured to extend and retract the scissor assemblies 
coupled to the respective comer support member when slid along the comer support member 
is illustrated in Figures 1, la and lb. 

3, The feature that each of the four corner support members is extendable 
and retractable is illustrated in Figure 1 . 

4. The feature that each of the four comer support members is configured 
to slant inward towards the center of the gazebo frame when the gazebo frame is deployed is 
illustrated in Figure 8, which is supported by the specification and original claim 8 as filed. 

The drawings have been objected to for failing to show various features. 
Appropriate correction has been provided. 

1 . The profile of the corner support members 120 and the scissor members 
145 are illustrated in Figures 1-lf. 

2. The slider joints 133 are illustrated in Figures 1, la and lb. 

3. The three-way scissor joints 139 are illustrated in Figures 1 and le. 

4. The scissor hinge joints 142 are illustrated in Figures 1 and If. 
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5. The lower and upper canopy joints 155, 150 are illustrated in Figures 

1, Ig and Ih. 

6. The canopy peak extender 157 is illustrated in Figures 1, Ig and Ih. 

7. The feet 110 are illustrated in Figure 1. 

8. Scissor assemblies 130 are illustrated in Figure 1. 

9. The connection of scissor members 145 to the comer support joint 136 
and other joints are illustrated in Figures 1-lf. 

These features have all been described in the specification and therefore no new 
matter has been provided. 

The drawings have been objected to because of the following informalities, 
which have been corrected by this paper. 

1. Reference character 150 has been used to designate the lower canopy 
joint and reference numeral 157 has been utilized to designate the canopy peak extender. 

2. Reference character 145 has been used to designate the scissor members. 
The outer canopy support members are provided by scissor members 145 and the reference 
from page 4, line 21 has been amended to reflect this characterization. 

3. Reference character 110 has been used to designate the feet, and new 
reference numeral 115 has been assigned to the upper corner support members. 
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4. Reference character 160 has been used to designate the canopy support 
frame, and the specification has been amended at page 4, line 22 so that reference numeral 157 
is utilized for canopy peak extender. 

The drawings have been objected to for not including the following reference 
signs, which were mentioned in the description. 

1. The specification has been amended to refer to the canopy support 
member by reference numeral 140. 

2. The reference to canopy frame joints 148 has been amended to refer to 
the joints as 150 and 155. 

3. Reference numerals have been added to the inner canopy support 
members 140 in the Figures. 

4 . The specification has been amended to identify the outer canopy support 
members as scissor members 145. 

5. The lower corner support members 105 have been labeled in the Figures. 

6. The upper comer support members have been labeled with reference 

numeral 115. 

The drawings have been objected to for including reference character 410 not 
mentioned in the description. Accordingly, reference numeral 310 on page 5, lines 28 and 29 
has been changed to 410. 


-19- 


S/N: 10/678,324 

Reply to Office Action of October 20, 2005 


Atty Dkt No. NPL 01 18 PUS 


The drawings have been objected to because reference numeral 310 in Figure 
4a should be changed to 410. Accordingly, reference numeral 310 in Figure 4a has been 
changed to 410. 

Specification 

The disclosure has been objected to as being incomprehensible. The following 
items, which have not been understood, have been corrected in accordance with the figures and 
the specification as filed: 

» 

1. The comer support members 120 are described in sufficient detail in 
amended paragraphs 0019 and 0020 to reflect the figures and the specification, as filed. 

2. The scissor members 145 are described in sufficient detail by the 
amendments to paragraphs 0019 and 0020 to reflect the figures and the specification, as filed. 

3. The slider joints 133, the three-way scissor joints 139, and the scissor 
hinge joint 142 are described in sufficient detail in the amendment to paragr^hs 0019, 0020, 
and 0021. Additionally, a replacement Figure 1 has been provided with new Figures la-lf, 
which enlarge these joints thereby illustrating what the joints look like, what members are 
connected to them, and how the members are connected to the joints to reflect the figures and 
the specification, as filed. 

10. The foot at the lower end of the corner support member 120 is described 
in sufficient detail in the amendment to paragraph 0023 in accordance with the figures and 
specification, as filed. 

1 1 . The canopy frame 160 and the upper and lower canopy joints 155, 150 
are described in sufficient detail by the amendment to paragraph 0022 and 0024 to reflect the 
figures and the specification, as filed. 
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This amendment clarifies the disclosures so that the Examiner may make a 
proper comparison to the invention with the prior art. No new matter has been added to the 
disclosure. 

The disclosure has been objected to because of the following informalities, 
which are corrected herein: 

1 . The brief description of the drawings has been amended so as to explain 
that Figures 3a, 4a, 5a, 6a, and 7a are cross-sectional views taken along line A-A of Figure 
2. 

2. At page 3, line 17, scissor joints 139 and 142 have been changed to 
scissor joints (i.e. , three-way scissor joints 139 and scissor hinge joints 142) in the amendment 
to paragraph 0019 as suggested by the Examiner. 

3. At page 3, line 26, "(joint)" has been deleted and the word "to" has been 
inserted before the word "fix" as suggested by the Examiner. 

4. At page 4, line 20, canopy frame extenders 150 have been changed to 
canopy peak extenders 157 as suggested by the Examiner. 

5. At page 4, line 21 , reference numeral 145 has not been changed, rather 
outer canopy support members have been characterized as being provided by scissor members 
145. 

6. At page 4, line 22, the canopy peak support member 160 has been 
amended to refer to canopy peak extender 157. 

7. At page 4, line 23, reference numeral 1 10 has been changed to another 
reference numeral not yet used, particularly, reference numeral 115. 
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8 . Reference numeral 105 has been added to the drawings to show the lower 
comer support members. 

9. At page 5, line 2, scissor joints 139 and 142 have been changed to 
scissor joints (i.e., three-way scissor joints 139 and scissor hinge joints 142)as suggested by 
the Examiner. 

10. At page 5, line 12, section line 8-8 has been changed to A-A. The 
Examiner suggested utilization of 3a/4a/5a/6a/7a-3a/4a/5a/6a/7a, which has been incorporated 
as section line A-A for simplicity and clarity. 

11. At page 5, lines 28 and 29, reference numeral 310 has been changed to 

410. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 3 has been objected to because of the following informality, the word 
"and" should be inserted after the words "a cotter pin". Since the words "a cotter pin" are 
not found in claim 3, but were found in claim 2, Applicant believes that the claim objection 
should be directed to claim 2. Claim 2 has been canceled by this amendment, but the subject 
matter of claim 2 has been added to claim 1 . Appropriate correction has been provided in the 
amendment to claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 

Claims 1-8 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which Applicant regards is the invention. 
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Regarding claim 1, line 1, Figure 1 has been replaced so that it is understood 
what members move with respect to each other for the illustrated embodiments. 

Regarding claim 1, line 2, the figures and specification has been amended to 
clarify what a corner support member 120 is and how the four corner support members 120 
are connected to the comer support joints 136 for the illustrated embodiments. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 3, the recitation of other gazebo frame components has 
been removed and has been replaced with the collapsible gazebo frame. 

Regarding claim 1, lines 16-17, the recitation of gazebo frame members has 
been removed and replaced with a corner support member or a scissor member, which is not 
vague or indefinite. 

Regarding claim 5, line 2, the reference of gazebo frame members has been 
amended to refer to scissor members of claim 1 . Additionally, the recitation of a fastener has 
been amended to refer to another fastener to avoid confusion with the fastener of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C. % 102 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-8 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lynch '001 (U.S. Patent No. 5,244,001). Claim 1, requires that "the fastener 
is selected from the group consisting of: a fully threaded bolt, a rivet, a cotter pin, and a bolt 
with a sleeve. " The fasteners of Lynch '001 are not within this group. Rather, Lynch '001 
discloses a fastener structure 76 in Figure 7, which includes a female pin 77 and a male pin 78. 
This fastener structure 76 is not a fully threaded bolt, a rivet, a cotter pin, or a bolt with a 
sleeve and therefore does not anticipate claim 1. Additionally, axial pin 140 of Figure 9 
"which is identical in structure to male pin 78" (column 8, lines 57-60) is not fully threaded, 
is not a rivet, is not a cotter pin, nor is a bolt with a sleeve, and therefore does not anticipate 
claim 1. 
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Claim 2 has been canceled by this amendment. Claims 3-8 depend from claim 
1 and therefore are not anticipated by Lynch *001 for at least the reasons stated above with 
reference to claim 1 . 

Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw 
the rejection of claims 1-8. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully asserts that the ^plication is 
in condition for allowance, which allowance is hereby respectfully requested. 

A check in the amount of $450.00 is enclosed to cover the Petition fee. Please 
charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments as a result of the filing of this paper to 
our Deposit Account No. 02-3978. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Arvin Patel 



Michael D. Turner 


Reg. No. 52,306 
Attorney for Applicant 

Date: March 16. 2006 

BROOKS KUSHMAN P.C- 
1000 Town Center, 22nd Floor 
Southfield, MI 48075-1238 
Phone: 248-358-4400 
Fax: 248-358-3351 
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Ameimdmeets to the Drawings ; 

The attached annotated sheets showing changes of drawings includes changes 
to Figs. 1 and 2. These sheets, which include Figs. 1 and 2, replace the original sheets 
including Figs. 1 and 2. Additionally, the attached replacement sheets of drawings include the 
changes to Figs. 1 and 2, the addition of Figs, la-lh, and Fig. 8. These replacement sheets, 
which include Figs. 1-8, replace the original sheets including Figs, l-7b. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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